
Welcome to 
The City of 

Durham
Nestled in the northeast of England, 

Durham City stands as a testament to 

centuries of history and culture. With its 

picturesque location along the winding 

River Wear, the city exudes charm and 

character at every turn. As the county town 

of County Durham, it serves as a vibrant 

hub for education, commerce, and tourism.



History: Durham has a long and storied history dating back 
over a thousand years. It was founded in the late 10th century 
and boasts a wealth of historic landmarks, including Cathedral 
and Durham Castle, both of which are designated UNESCO 
World Heritage Sites. Other notable landmarks include the 
Durham Marketplace, Durham University buildings, and the 
Durham Light Infantry Museum. The city played a significant 
role in the development of Christianity in England and 
became a center of learning and culture in the medieval 
period, evident in its winding cobbled streets and well-
preserved buildings.

Location: Durham is located approximately 15 miles 
southwest of Newcastle upon Tyne, nestled along the banks 
of the River Wear. It serves as the county town of County 
Durham and is centrally positioned within the northeast region 
of England.



Education: Durham is home to one of the oldest and most 
esteemed universities in the United Kingdom, Durham University. 
Founded in 1832, the university contributes significantly to the 
city's academic and cultural vibrancy, attracting students and 
scholars from around the world.

Culture: Durham has a vibrant cultural scene, with a variety of 
events, festivals, and performances held throughout the year. The 
city is home to Durham University, which contributes to its cultural 
vibrancy through academic pursuits, arts, and music. The Gala 
Theatre and Durham County Cricket Club also play significant 
roles in the city's cultural life.

Economy: While historically known for coal mining and 

manufacturing industries, Durham's economy has diversified in 

recent decades, with sectors such as education, healthcare, 

tourism, and technology playing increasingly significant roles. 

The city's strategic location and strong transportation links make 

it an attractive destination for businesses and visitors alike.



Transportation: Durham is well-connected by road, rail, and air. The city has a 
railway station with regular services to London, Edinburgh, and other major 
cities. Local bus services provide transportation within the city and surrounding 
areas, while Durham Tees Valley Airport offers flights to domestic and 
international destinations.

RAILWAY - The northbound platform at Durham station

Durham railway station is a stop on the East Coast Main 
Line between Edinburgh Waverley and London King's Cross. From the 
south, trains enter Durham over a Victorian viaduct, high above the city.

ROAD

By road, the A1(M), the modern incarnation of the ancient Great North Road, 
passes just to the east of the city. The road’s previous incarnation now 
numbered A167, passes just to the west.

Durham marketplace and its peninsula form the UK's first (albeit 
small) congestion charging area, which was introduced in 2002

BUSES

The city is served by Arrival North East and Go North East's local bus 
services, with routes running in and around the North East England region 
including to Bishop Auckland, Darlington and Sunderland. 

Bus station Durham bus station

Former bus station in the foreground, to the Centre left.

Durham bus station was located off North Road, a short walk from the 
cathedral, university, and railway station; it was managed and owned by the 
county council. In February 2021, the bus station was demolished to make 
way for a £10m redevelopment, due to take 18 months to complete. 
Currently, scheduled buses run from temporary stands on North Road and 
Milburn gate. 

The bus station had 11 departure stands (lettered A–L), each of which was 
fitted with seating, next bus information displays and timetable posters.

AIR

Durham's nearest airports are at Teesside, within the county to the south-
east, and Newcastle to the north; both are located 25–30 miles (40–48 km) 
from the city by road.
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Cuisine: Durham offers a diverse culinary scene, with a range of 
restaurants, cafes, and pubs serving both traditional British fare and 
international cuisine. Local specialties include Durham pikelets (a type of 
pancake), stotties (a type of bread roll), and Durham lamb.



Natural Beauty: Surrounded by picturesque 

countryside and dramatic landscapes, Durham 

offers ample opportunities for outdoor 

recreation, including hiking, cycling, and 

boating. The River Wear winds its way through 

the city, providing scenic views and tranquil 

spots for relaxation.



Housing: The housing market in Durham is diverse, offering a range of options from 
historic properties in the city center to modern developments in surrounding areas. The 
city's picturesque setting along the River Wear and its proximity to the university make it 
an appealing location for both homeowners and renters. Housing prices vary depending 
on the location, with properties in the city center generally commanding higher prices 
compared to suburban or rural areas. The local government works to ensure a balance 
between affordable housing and upscale developments to accommodate the needs of 
residents.



Investment: Durham has seen 
significant investment in various sectors 
over the years, particularly in 
technology, healthcare, and education. 
The presence of Durham University, 
renowned for its research and 
academic excellence, attracts 
investment in research and 
development initiatives. Additionally, the 
city's strategic location within the 
Northeast region of England makes it 
an attractive destination for businesses 
looking to establish operations in the 
area. The local government also 
actively promotes investment through 
incentives and support for businesses.



Regeneration: Durham has undergone significant regeneration efforts in recent years aimed at revitalizing its 
urban areas, enhancing infrastructure, and preserving its cultural heritage. Regeneration projects often focus on 
restoring historic buildings, improving public spaces, and attracting investment to stimulate economic growth. 
The redevelopment of former industrial sites and waterfront areas has transformed them into vibrant mixed-use 
spaces, featuring a blend of residential, commercial, and recreational amenities. These regeneration initiatives 
not only enhance the city's appeal to residents and visitors but also contribute to its long-term sustainability and 
prosperity.
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